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Sustainable Communities Program  

Frequently Asked Questions
 
What are the economic benfits of development? 
 
Economic development opportunities are a major focus for any community. 
The Sustainable Communities Program provides a framework to help your 
community ensure that economic growth can be sustained by the available 
human and natural resources.  Many businesses are finding that 
environmentally and socially responsible practices enhance their bottom line 
by creating market opportunities, reducing long-term costs, and mitigating 
risks. Further, many businesses are interested in investing in communities 
that create opportunities such as low cost housing, reduced transportation 
costs, and healthier lifestyles for their employees. 
 
The Sustainable Communities Program is designed to resolve environmental 
problems and limit resource depletion within the community that will help 
maintain economically and environmentally sustainable growth. Waste 
reduction, energy efficiency, and pollution prevention make economic sense 
by financial savings, increased efficiency, and better use of tax dollars. 
 
Sustainable economic development also creates jobs within the community. 
For example, recycling creates nine jobs for each job created by tradi-
tional landfill operations. Sustainable demand for new services will assist in 
promoting diversification within the community. 
 
Finally, more grants and development dollars are being made available for 
communities that have made a conscious choice for a more sustainable ap-
proach to policies and practices.  Participation in the SCP provides you with 
the tools and information to better position your community for grants and 
assistance on a wide variety of community sustainability projects such as smart 
growth planning, greenway trails projects, and green job development 
programs. 
 
Do you do all the work or do you have outside technical staff? 
 
Audubon International staff will work with you directly to engage your leader-
ship and community members in the program.  We also work with you to 
develop a plan and set of sustainability indicators tailored to your community.  
There are a number of services beyond the basic level of programming that you 
may look to provide or have Audubon International provide (at an additional 
cost).  Audubon International has also built a  network of partners including
private consulting firms nonprofits and universities that can be hired to help 
your community.  All of those services are optional. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Communities everywhere strive to balance 
growth and economic development with their 
social fabric. 

F O S T E R I N G  M O R E  S U S T A I N A B L E  C O M M U N I T I E S . . .  
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Why does the community need “change”? 
 
Many states and larger cities are beginning to mandate environmental prac-
tices. While New York City’s recent enactment of Local Law 86, which man-
dates green building for many city-funded construction projects, is an example 
of mandating criteria for new development, but moves are also afoot in other 
municipalities and at the state level in California, Colorado, Connecticut and 
New Jersey to mandate new technologies for existing services, and requiring 
both public and private sector communities to have a plan.  
 
The Sustainable Communities Program identifies areas where a community 
may need improvement, identifies action steps, and measures results. By formu-
lating a long-term sustainable vision for the community, it is possible that the 
eventuality of mandated high-cost investments may be broken down into sim-
ple, affordable long-range steps. 
 
Has the program been well received from a marketing perspective? 
 
The sustainability movement has gathered momentum in recent years and com-
munities that embrace sustainable practices are attracting both tourists and resi-
dents The greatest benefits of sustainability programs are improving public 
opinion, improving customer relations, and attracting and retaining talent. Any 
green strategy must acknowledge that different consumers will need to be en-
gaged differently and that communications must be tailored accordingly. An 
effective green marketing strategy must involve well targeted, intelligent mes-
saging. Press releases, website certification logos, and award ceremonies are 
part of becoming certified.  
 
Competitive advantages and financial benefits are a byproduct of doing the right 
and sensible thing. Becoming a certified Audubon international Sustainable 
Community by developing a quantitative, community based long-term plan can 
encourage both the development and retention of new businesses and residents. 
Additionally, all of our members are available to provide feedback for marketing 
benefits and perspectives about being a Certified Audubon International Sustainable 
Community.  
 
Is the program right for your community? 
 
Many different types of communities join the Sustainable Communities 
Program—some are very large, with tens or hundreds of thou-sands of 
people; others are smaller, with a few hundred or several thousand.  Similarly,
communities at all ends of the sustainability spectrum can benefit from 
participating in Audubon International’s SCP.  Whether your community is 
looking for assistance in planning for its future and addressing specific 
challenges, seeking guidance for implementing aspects of a comprehensive 
plan or achieving discrete goals, or if you feel you’ve already accomplished 
a great deal in the realm of sustainability and are just looking to enhance your 
efforts or earn third-party recognition for your success, Audubon International 
can help.   
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About Audubon International 
Audubon International is a not-for-profit, 501(c)(3), environmental education organization dedicated to educating, assisting, and inspiring millions of people from all walks of life to protect and sustain the land, water, wildlife, and natural resources around them. Its members are located in more than two dozen countries on five continents, including an extensive membership throughout the United States. 





